
Dakar Appeal against the land grab (WSF 2011)

Explanatory note

We all have the duty to resist land grabbing and to support the communities fighting for their
dignity!

Undoubtedly, land grabbing was one of the main axes of mobilization during the last World
Social Forum (WSF) in Dakar. Various social movements, faith-based groups, environmental,
development and human rights organizations organized a series of events revolving around this
issue.

One of the most relevant was jointly convened by the West African Network of Peasants and
Agricultural Producers (ROPPA) and La Via Campesina at the FIARA agricultural fair, focusing
particularly on strategies for action. Peasant leaders from different countries highlighted the
importance of awareness raising and alerting not only their constituencies but the society at
large about the serious impacts of land grabbing, due to the threat that this development poses
to all. They called for joint actions at all levels and in different fields, including information,
research, media outreach and bringing the cases to court.

Particularly impressive was the testimony of a peasant delegation from Ségou, one of the
regions of Mali most affected by land grabbing. They described how the preparatory works for
putting into production large-scale land grants like the construction of an irrigation canal have
already led to the destruction of the houses and subsistence plots of approx. 60 families. In
addition, access to the Niger River by local peasants has been limited, affecting particularly
women whose livelihoods depend on the river. Even more significantly, the Malian peasant
delegation told WSF participants at various events how they have been organizing at the
grassroots and national levels to face this threat.

Similar events were organized by CCFD-Terre Solidaire, Peuples Solidaires, ACORD, Catholic
development organizations, FIAN International, the African Network on the Right to Food, the
Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, the Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches of West
Africa, ICCO, Bread for the World, Dignity International, among others.

Following the suggestion by French NGOs to build on the joint positioning on land grabbing
developed by CSO during the last session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) in
Rome in October 2010 *, La Via Campesina and ROPPA, with the support of FIAN International,
Friends of the Earth International, CCFD – Terre Solidaire, Peuples Solidaires and AGTER took
leadership to facilitate an assembly of convergence of all groups interested in launching in
Dakar a strong appeal against land grabbing.

Participants in the assembly of convergence adopted this appeal and stressed that it should
serve as a vehicle to forge broad alliances at the local, national and international levels and
pave the way for large mobilizations to support all the communities and peoples’ organizations
that are defending themselves against land grabbing on the ground.

The appeal calls for an immediate stop to land grabbing and the restitution of the lands that
have been taken away from local communities. Moreover, it makes several demands of national
governments and international organizations.

We invite all organizations and persons interested in working along the lines of the appeal to
endorse it. To sign on on-line, please see below. The appeal will be open for the endorsement
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until March 31.

For a report about the CFS discussions in October 2010, have a look here

APPEAL

Dakar Appeal against the land grab

We, farmers organizations, non-governmental organizations, religious organizations, unions and
other social movements, gathered in Dakar for the World Social Forum 2011:

Considering that small and family farming, which represent most of the world's farmers, are best
placed to:
	

		•  meet their dietary needs and those of populations, ensuring food security and sovereignty of
countries,
•  provide employment to rural populations and maintain economic life in rural areas, key to a
balanced territorial development,
•  produce with respect to the environment and to the conservation of natural resources for
future generations;

Considering that recent massive land grabs targeting tens of millions of acres for the benefit of
private interests or third states – whether for reasons of food, energy, mining, environment,
tourism, speculation or geopolitics – violate human rights by depriving local, indigenous,
peasants, pastoralists and fisher communities of their livelihoods, by restricting their access to
natural resources or by removing their freedom to produce as they wish, and exacerbate the
inequalities of women in access and control of land;

Considering that investors and complicit governments threaten the right to food of rural
populations, that they condemned them to suffer rampant unemployment and rural exodus, that
they exacerbate poverty and conflicts and contribute to the loss of agricultural knowledge and
skills and cultural identities ;

Considering also that the land and the respect of human rights are firstly under the jurisdiction of
national parliaments and governments, and they bear the greatest share of responsibility for
these land grabs;

We call on parliaments and national governments to immediately cease all massive land grabs
current or future and return the plundered land. We order the government to stop oppressing
and criminalizing the movements of struggle for land and to release activists detained. We
demand that national governments implement an effective framework for the recognition and
regulation of land rights for users through consultation with all stakeholders. This requires
putting an end to corruption and cronyism, which invalidates any attempt of shared land
management.

We demand that governments, the Regional Unions of States, FAO and other national and
international institutions immediately implement the commitments that were made at the
International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) of 2006,
namely securing land rights of users, the revival of agrarian reform process based on a fair
access to natural resources and rural development for the welfare of all. We ask that the
elaboration process of the FAO Guidelines on Governance of Land and Natural Resources be
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strengthened, and that they are based on Human Rights as defined in the various charters and
covenants – these rights being effective only if binding legal instruments are implemented at the
national and international level to impose on the states compliance with their obligations.
Moreover, each state has to be held responsible for the impact of its policies or activities of its
companies in the countries targeted by the investments. Similarly, we must reaffirm the
supremacy of Human Rights over international trade and finance regimes, which are sources of
speculation on natural resources and agricultural goods.

Meanwhile, we urge the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) to definitively reject the
World Bank principles for responsible agricultural investment (RAI), which are illegitimate and
inadequate to address the phenomenon, and to include the commitments of the ICARRD as
well as the conclusions of the International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and
Technology for Development (IAASTD) in its Global Framework for Action.

We demand that states, regional organizations and international institutions guarantee people's
right to land and support family farming and agro-ecology. Appropriate agricultural policies
should consider all different types of producers (indigenous peoples, pastoralists, artisanal
fishermen, peasants, agrarian reform beneficiaries) and answer specifically to the needs of
women and youth.
Finally, we invite people and civil society organisations everywhere to support – by all human,
media, legal, financial or popular means possible – all those who fight against land grabs and to
put pressure on national governments and international institutions to fulfil their obligations
towards the rights of people.

We all have a duty to resist and to support the people who are fighting for their dignity!
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