
Deportations are a crime

They act as a criminalization, punishment and deterrent of refugees and migrants – remand
pending deportation and deportations were and are a central part of the European
border-regime. At the latest in the middle of the 80ies the practice of deportation has reached a
new dimension in the Schengen states. The number of persons who had been flown off states
of the EU through the use of every means of pressure and violence possible must be in the
order of numerous millions.
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In order to maintain their control regime over borders and migration, the states of the EU
depend on the collaboration of governments and public authorities in the migrants’ countries of
origin and in transit countries. Without their collaboration they would not be able to deport
people who made it to Europe. After all, as is generally known, a deportation is not possible
unless there is a state that is willing to ’take back’ the deported person. And therefore the states
that conduct deportations need travelling documents giving migrants the right to enter the target
country.
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